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but its success will depend on whether the neighborhood approves the
upgrade of one roadway into a major freight corridor and whether
the railroad that controls the most direct line to the ports will agree to
sell (neighborhood issues are discussed in the next chapter).

Some road access problems for Gulf Coast ports that were visited
by the DOT study team are being addressed. The Port of New Or-
leans will benefit from the Tchoupitoulas Corridor, a recently funded
project that will improve truck access to the port. The ports on
Galveston Bay generally have good road access, and the Texas De-
partment of Transportation is actively working with the ports to
resolve those problems that do exist. For example, the state initiated
a study of inadequate access from the causeway serving Galveston
Island and the port's container terminal. A major project has been
planned to bypass a city street serving the terminal by providing a
direct ramp to the terminal. This project would also eliminate prob-
lems with at-grade rail crossings.

The DOT study team also visited major Mississippi River ports.
Although St. Louis has some problems with aged bridges, most of its
barge terminals have few problems with road access. The terminals
are spread over many miles of riverfront, which results in less concen-
tration of traffic at any one point. Because there are many possible
locations for terminals, they can locate wherever they will have good
access. At Memphis, however, the terminals are on an island next to
the city. The port director expressed concerns about the poor design
of the single, winding access route serving the marine terminals. He
was concerned about both inefficient traffic movements and the
safety hazard.

Two major bridges serving the Port of Charleston are old and defi-
cient and thereby contribute to congestion on the routes serving the
ports. Upgrading them, however, could cost $435 million, which is
far more than the total federal-aid bridge replacement program for
the entire state (this program totaled $15 million in FY 1990).
Bridges of this size can be financed through a special discretionary
federal fund for high-cost bridge replacement, but many bridges
around the country compete for these limited funds. (The role of the
federal government in port development and related capital needs is
discussed in Chapter 7.)

Other projects are proceeding in Charleston, however, that will
improve access to port terminals. The completion of 1-526 in 1992
gave trucks another route serving the port's Wando Terminal. Port